

Report on Fourth National Symposium-NoniSearch-2009

The 4th National symposium with the theme ‘Noni for empowerment and prosperity’ was held at Chennai from 24-25 October, 2009. Prof. P. I. Peter, the Chairman, Noni Biotech conducted the relaxation Exercise and then welcomed the guests.  

Dr. T. Marimuthu, Organizing Secretary, Noni Search-2009 and the Joint Director, WNRF briefed about the Symposium.

Dr. H. P. Singh, Deputy Director General (Horticulture), Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi gave the Key Note Address.  He highlighted the current status of horticulture and focused how horticultural crops including Noni could play a role in Nutritional security, Food security and lively hood security and explained how Noni is beneficial to mankind which is being used for centuries by tribals.

When he spoke on research and development on Noni and pointed out that the most important milestone for Noni Research and Development took place in the year 2008, when Network Project, involving CARI, Port Blair, IIHR Regional Station, Bhubaneswar, Central Drug Research Institute and WNRF, was stationed for implementation. 

Dr. Kirti Singh, the President of the inaugural function and Chairperson World Noni Research Foundation explained how  Prosperity and Empowerment are key to planning and vision making especially for countries like India.  He further stated that India is striving hard to bring these two key aspects. He also recalled the words of Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, Former President of India while inaugurating the Third National Symposium Noni Search-2008 at New Delhi exactly one year back who called for nutritional security and health for one and all. Subsequently the Government of India worked on two legislative measures, National Food Security Act and also the National Health Mission.  He also highlighted how the Govt. of India aims to make 70 million people of which 60 million are women-functionally literate by 2012 and plug the gender gap that has persisted over years. All these efforts are aimed at developing prosperity and Empowerment.

The symposium was inaugurated by M V Rao, the sitting Member of Legislative Council of Andhra Pradesh and the Former Special Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Government of India and Special Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi. 

Dr. M. V. Rao, expressed happiness that the  European Union has accepted Noni juice as novel food and, commercial interest in Noni has increased tremendously in the recent years and 19 patents have already been registered in the U.S Patent and Trade Mark office since 1976. He was very optimistic that this Underutilized plant is being now recognized by ICAR and other organizations concerned.  He also commended the World Noni Research Foundation, Chennai which could recognize the wonderful qualities of this miracle plant and started research during the last decade. They could also collect high yielding plants from various parts of our country, standardized the tissue culture technique for producing quality planting materials and supplying to the farmers in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat and other parts of the country for taking up cultivation; teaching the methods of cultivation and buying back the fruits at a reasonable price fixed by them so that the farmers need not worry about marketing their produce.

There were 6 technical sessions. Eight hundred scientists, Noni farmers, Noni users and health professionals from India, Nepal, Micronesia, Bengladesh and U.K. participated. There were 6 lead papers, 26 invited papers and 15 posters all focusing on research and development of Noni (Morinda citrifolia L). The symposium was held for two days from 24 to 25th October, 2009.

The symposium focused on: 

· Enhancing production and productivity of Noni,  propagation protocols, designing tree canopy, pruning practices, handling, packaging, transport and storage; descriptor for characterization and evaluation of Noni germplasm and genetic diversity of noni including micro-propagation and use of growth regulators.

· Eco-friendly insect pest management in Noni was the focal point. The possibilities of using bioagents to manage insect pest and diseases were highlighted. The prevalence of pests, diseases and nematodes were presented and identification of two new diseases, for the first time in the country. 

· Potential non-thermal technologies or the minimal processing techniques for the production of Noni products;  biotechnological applications for value addition of Noni;   development and standardization of Noni leaf tea for health security; studies on inhibitory activity of Noni fruit juice of  HIV-integrase, an enzyme responsible for integrating the HIV with human genome; antiproliferative activity of scopoletin on  human tetinoblastoma y79 cell line.

· Nutritional security and women empowerment and unemployed youth; role of Noni on quality life of women; 

· Success stories with Indian Divine Noni

The Plenary session was chaired by Dr. Kirti Singh, Co-chaired by Prof. P.I. Peter.  Dr. P. Rethinam was convenor of Plenary Session. Dr. Kirti Singh gave his remarks on the two days deliberations; Dr. H. P. Singh, offered his remarks on noni research.

The valedictory address was delivered by Dr. Panjab Singh, Former Vice-Chancellor, BHU, Varanasi. In his speech he expressed happiness that the a great transformation of Noni from the status of an underexploited and underutilized tree crop to the present much wanted fruit crop is a saga of its own, where traditional wisdom is being utilized for the health and wellness of people of all ages and nationalities.  He also appreciated the efforts taken by Prof. P. I. Peter for promoting Noni Juice as a as a nutritive food supplement  in the name of Indian Divine Noni Gold and for Noni based products numbering more than 200.

The Symposium was concluded with Vote of thanks by Dr. T. Marimuthu followed by National Anthem.
